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the concepts and information it presents. Its great weakness lies in the lack
of critical appraisal of the methodology of some of the data quoted. Wide-
eyed speculation based on single cases are quoted with as much authority as
the data ofwell-controlled experimental studies.
Considering the fact that at least 65 per cent of patients coming to the
average physician have disease syndromes initiated or seriously complicated
by psychological factors, and that the busy specialist or general practitioner
has had little time to keep in touch with the latest research in psychiatry,
this book will be a welcome addition to be read with profit by most medical
specialists. JOIN M. DAVIS
PSYCHIATRY IN MEDICAL PRACTICE. By W. Lindesay Neustatter. Lon-
don, Staples Press, 1958.311 pp. $8.00.
The major purpose of this book, as stated in the preface, is to describe
various specialized treatments and procedures of modern psychiatry, "pri-
marily for the benefit of those in general practice who are interested in
(psychiatric) problems that beset them in their daily work." The book
turns out to be a thinned-down standard psychiatric text, based almost
entirely on information and opinions at least 15 years old. Although there
is refreshing literary simplicity in the book's language and style, its brevity
and incompleteness eliminates most of what value the book would have had
as a reference text.
Some of the chapters are written by four contributors. Of these, Par-
tridge's on cerebral surgery is a creditable abbreviated review of a very con-
fused treatment area, and Allen's on hypnosis is a gem-like piece of succinct
lay coverage of the field of hypnosis and hypnotherapy. What is promised
and not given, is adequate treatment of psychological problems that coIm-
monly arise in medical practice. For example, there is only a brief paragraph
which merely generalizes some aspects of psychological management of acute
psychiatric emergencies. There is no mention of postoperative and incapaci-
tating disease states, or consideration of the management of the dying patent.
The only discussion of professional control (as opposed to amateur) in the
doctor-patient relationship, comes briefly under the heading of "technique of
history-taking." What, for instance, should a doctor consider in planning his
care of a patient who asks penetrating questions about diagnosis? How do
various categories of illness that are described in the book, influence the man-
agement say, of an acute infectious illness? How does a doctor cope with
strong undesired emotional feelings that arise in himself during the course of
patient management? There is little of value to a physician seeking general
information which will help in the management of psychological problems.
M. L. PILOT
THE LANGUAGE OF PSYCHOLOGY. By George Mandler and William
Kessen. New York, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1959.301 pp. $6.75.
George Mandler and William Kessen, two Yale-trained psychologists,
attempt, in this book, a systematic analysis of the language of psychology.
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Briefly they argue as follows: The language of psychology begins with the
everyday language; however, this everyday vernacular has certain limita-
tions. For example, there is a tendency to reification where words are used
as if words and things were interchangeable. In addition there is a tendency
to vagueness due to the variable conditions of the learning of the meaning
of words. The authors also point out the confusion between man as the
object of scientific enquiry and man as the investigator. They argue that
the phenomenological language, a strictly physicalistic language or a com-
mon-sense thing-language fails to satisfy the criterion for a more scien-
tific language-namely, that its words, whatever their source, must show a
high consistency of uses between investigators and over time. They specify
that response invariance is the basic criterion for acceptability of verbal
responses to environmental events. While rejecting the rigid physicallistic
reductionalism, they point out that a cautious physicalism can provide useful
words for a language of psychology. The role of definition of terms is dis-
cussed, including the difficulty of defining new words with old words whose
uses are not sufficiently precise. They argue that operational definitions are
useful in certain but not all situations and for the utility of partial reduction
statements.
Psychological theories are felt to be sets of statements understandable to
others which make predictions about empirical events. It is pointed out
that inductive inference, in psychology as in all human activity, takes place
in a context of presupposition, both logical and psychological. They discuss
the usefulness of well worked out deductive systems and the utility of
plausible theories. The psychology of creativity, concept formation, and
induction are discussed as are the problems of reductionism, the use of
models, and the role of clinical insight.
In general the authors apply the insights of the modern philosophy of
science to the language of psychology. The book achieves this pedagogic
aim. Its restatement of the philosophy of science as applied to psychology is
interesting, lucid, and well balanced. The authors talk about how to talk
about psychological words and theories. Despite the value of this book in
summarizing current opinion regarding the applications of the philosophy
of science to psychology, the authors have neglected the more difficult task
of applying these concepts to actual psychological theories. The crucial
question lies in the analysis of real theories such as psychoanalytic and
learning theory, and the discussion of such points as the following: Does
the language of Freudian psychology refer to empirical events with sufficient
response invariance, does it allow for the deduction of testible hypothesis,
and are its theoretical constructs logically consistent; Does Lewinism theory
explain any empirical event parsimoniously or is it merely a belabored and
ambiguous description of the event allowing in principle no prediction? In
failing to come to grips with any actual psychological language the book is
nonspecific and the usefulness of this approach to the analysis of psycho-
logical systems (being unattempted) remains unproven.
JOHN M. DAVIS
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